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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
1 me i'darm 

S . (Currently amended; A hydrophilic, cross! inkable oligomer composition comprising 

a) a first component oligomer comprising a plurality of polymerized monomer units 
having pendent hydrophilic poly(alkylene oxide) groups, and a plurality m poh merited 

n oa i >' 1 mi. iu-mi ;!h d .al j in ui s ed tuv m < val cowmen /able 
fui ct na roups and 

b) a hydrophilic poly(a!ky}ene oxide) crosslinking agent having polymerizabie, 
ethylenicaHy unsaturated terminal groups. 

2. (Original) The composition of claim 1 wherein said crosslinking agent is of the formula 
Z Q- CH(R } >CH2-0- (CH(R')-CH r O) m - CH(R I )-CH 2 -Q-Z > 

wherein Z is a polymerizabie ethylenically unsaturated moiety, R is a H or a C; to (if 
alky I group, and m is from 20 to 500, and Q is a di valent linking group selec ted from --CK - 
NR^^-COrand-CONR 1 -, 

3. (Oris ina 1 he o) gomer composition of claim 1 wherein the com position is melt- 
proces iibie at temperatures of iOO'C or less, 

4. i m\ on of claim 1 wherein said composition has a residual content of 
less than 2 weight %. 

5. (Original) The composition of claim 1 . wherein said oligomer a) has an average degree of 
polymerization of less than 300. 

6. (Cancelled) 
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7 » ! >ntnu\ ■■ l ^ ^mpoMfion ot darm L wherein s,ud erossfnkiny agent is a poh teth\ tone 
oxide) (copolymer. 

8. (Original) The composition of claim i. wherein said crosslinking agent is a polyethylene 
oxide-co-propyiene oxide) copolymer. 

9. (Currently amended) Hie composition of claim 1 wherein said first component oligomer 
comprises: 

a) from 20 to 99 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units having pendent, 
it v 1 i ide) groups, and 

b) horn 0. 1 to 25 parts by weight, of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
ethyknneaHy-onsaiurated monomer having a pendent, ethyjenicaily imsipigated 
polymer a oup; o 

c) 'froni 0 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
eihylenicaliy-unsaturaied monomer having a pendent photomit.iat.or group; and 

d) from 0 to 30 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from acrylic 
acid esters,-^*^ and 

e) from 0 to 35 parts by weight of at least one other monomer, 

1 0. (Original) T he composition of claim 1 wherein said first oligomer having pendent 

uns i d po\ iii i is prepared b> the auction o) an ohgemer having a j lot di of 
pendent reactive functional groups with an unsaturated compounds having co-reactive functional 
groups. 

I 1 . (Original) The composition of claim 10 wherein said pendent reactive functional groups 
are selected from hydroxy!, amino, oxazolinyl, oxaxoionyf acetyl acetonyl car boxy L isocyanaio, 
epoxy, aziridmyl, acyioyi halide, and cyclic anhydride groups. 
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12. (Original) The composition of claim I which comprises an amount of said crosslinking 
agent is sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer chain. 

13. (Original) The composition of claim 1 which comprises: 

a) from 80 to 99.9 parts by weight of said first component oligomer, and 

b) from 0. 1 to 50 parts by weight of said crosslinking agent, 

wherein the composition, when crosslinked, can absorb at least 50 wt.% water. 

14. (Original) The composition of claim 1 further comprising a non-polymeric photoimtiaior, 

15. (Original) A crosslinked composition comprising the composition of claim 1, having an 
average molecular weigh; between crosslinks of at least 1000. 

i 6. ('Original) The composition of claim 2, wherein said Z of said crosslinking agent is 
selected Pom 
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wherein R"' is 1 1 or Me and r 1-1 0. 



1 7. {Original) A process tor making a substrate bearing, a coating of a crosslinked polymer 
eorapositit > 1 vi surface 1 tereoi on n-i tg the steps o 

a) coating onto said substrate the oligomer composition of claim 1 ; and 
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b) photochemical!}' crosslinking said first component oligomer and crosslinking 
agent, in the presence of a photoinitiator. 

18. (Original; The process of claim 17 wherein said oligomer composition has been partially 
converted to a eoatable viscosity of from 750 to 7,500 cPs at 22°C prior to step a. 

1 9. (Original) The process of claim 1 7 wherein said oligomer composition comprises 

a) per 100 parts by weight, of said first component, an amount of said crosslinking 
agent sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer 
chain; 

b) less than 2 parts by weight residuals content; and 

c) from 0.01 to about 5.0 parts by weight of a photoinitiator. 

20. (Currently amended) The process of claim 17 wherein said first component oligomer 
comprises: 

a) from 20 to 99 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units having pendent, 
huh ph < ene oxide) groups, and 

b) from 0.1 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 
v In e » in "« mo monomer having a penden t, ethvlenicalry unsaturated 

\< ) C VUj Mb' 

e) horn 0 to 25 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from of an 

, > ^ v . ; tsaturated monomer has ing a pendent photoinitiatoi group; and 

d) from 0 to 30 parts by weight of polymerized monomer units derived from acrylic 
ci u >reierablyo non-tert ry alkyi aleoho containing 14 carbon atoms; and 

e) from 0 to 35 parts by weight of at least one other monomer, 

21. (Original) Use process of claim 1 7 wherein the molecular weight (M„) of said first 
oligomer is less than the entanglement molecular weight. 
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22. (Original) The process of claim 1 7 wherein the average degree of polymerization of the 
first and second component oligomers is < 300. 

23. (Original) The process of claim 17 wherein said first component oligomer further 
comprises pendent phosoiniUator groups. 

24. (Original ) The process of claim 17 wherein said pbotoinitiator comprises a separate, 
component. 

25. (Original) An absorbent, dressing comprising a erosslinkcd bydrophdic gei absorbent 
layer of claim !. 

16 i Origina tbsorbent dressing of claim 25 comprising; 
a p> me - ng la e; 

a backing layer bonded to said facing layer at the periphery, and 

a hydrophilie gel absorbent layer disposed between the backing and feeing layer. 

27. (Original) T he absorbent dressing of claim 25 having a layer of pressure sensiti ve 
aclhesh e on at le t A a portion of the front surface of the facing layer. 

28. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer further comprises a 
piiarmacoloi k ai \ tcth e agent 

29. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer farther comprises a 
hydrocolbid. 

30. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gei layer further comprises a 
patterned surface. 
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3 1 . (Original) T he absorbent dressing of claim 25, wherein said absorbent layer is transparent 
on swelling. 

32. ■ sen ? '< . :omposUioi of claim 10, \\ herein the oligomer is derived from monomer units 
of the formula 

R 4 A 

wherein R' is hydrogen, a C; to C 4 aikyl group, or a phenyl group, preferably hydrogen or a 
methyl group; 
R 4 is selected from 

f? If 

— R 6 —, - COR* >**rt — CNHR 6 

where R fi is an alkylene group having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, or a 5- or 6-rnembered cyeioalkylene 
group having 5 to 1 0 carbon atoms, and 

A is a reactive functional group, capable of reacting with a co-reactive functional group for the 
incorporation of a free-radically poiymerizable functional group. 
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